
 

 

Anthropology & Climate Change ANTH 

452/652 

Fall 2018 
 
Human activities now influence ongoing global climatic change, and the 
outcome remains uncertain for communities and cultures around the world. 
This interaction between humans and climate provides a rich area of study 
for anthropologists in an interdisciplinary context. Course readings and 
discussions use social-ecological/complex adaptive systems theory, via a 
historical ecology framework, to analyze 8 contemporary and historic case 
studies.  Our goal is to understand the impacts of global climate change on 
communities, analyze how climate interacts with other sources of 
vulnerability and stress, and assess opportunities and barriers to successful 
responses and adaptation. Case studies will include: Shishmaref, Alaska; 
India's El Nino famines in the Victorian Era; sea level rise on Maryland's 
Eastern shore; Classic Maya droughts; the medieval Y. pestis epidemics of 
Europe and the Middle East; the Darfur conflict; Western Wildfires; and 
Hurricane Maria's impacts on the US Carribbean.  The chosen case studies 
bridge the archaeological and sociocultural, with plenty of room to discuss 
the impacts of climate on environment, livelihoods, cultural organization and 
institutions, and health and well-being. 
 
The content and discussion in this course will necessarily engage with human suffering and 
trauma every week. You may find engaging with course content emotionally and 
intellectually challenging at times. I will flag especially graphic or intense content, and will do 
my best to make this classroom a space where we can engage bravely, empathetically and 
thoughtfully with difficult content every week. 

 
Learning Outcomes 
 
After successfully completing this course you will be able to: 

 Critically evaluate the influences and consequences of political, 
social, cultural, economic, or ethical dimensions on the human-
climate relationship across multiple temporal and spatial scales. 

 Identify and evaluate the use of sociocultural and archaeological 
methods in anthropological study of climate change. 

 Effectively communicate key research insights regarding the social-
ecological impacts of climate change and ways to adapt to these 
impacts, in the applied effort to build adaptive capacity for future 
climate uncertainty. 

Required Resources 
 Course website: elms.umd.edu 

 Walker, B., & Salt, D. (2012). Resilience Thinking: Sustaining Ecosystems 
and People in a Changing World. Island Press. 

 Marino, E. (2015). Fierce Climate, Sacred Ground: an Ethnography of 
Climate Change in Shishmaref, Alaska. University of Alaska Press. 

 You may find it useful to bring a laptop or tablet to class for taking 
notes, accessing required readings, and looking up relevant 
information. Please review the class policies on technology. 

 Dr. L. Jen Shaffer 
lshaffe1@umd.edu 
Please use course 
CANVAS email for class 
related questions.  
 
Class Meets 
Tuesdays 
2 pm  – 4:45pm 
Toll Physics Rm. #1201 
 
Office Hours 
Woods Hall Rm. #0110 
Thursday  2:00-4:00pm 
and by appointment  
 
Prerequisites 
None. Previous classwork 
in archaeology or 
sociocultural 
anthropology is helpful. 
 
Course Communication 
All notifications regarding 
time sensitive course 
information will be sent 
via ELMS announcement, 
and stored on the 
announcement page.  
Please use the course 
CANVAs email system to 
email us regarding 
questions, absences, 
accommodations, etc.  
You may find the link 
below helpful guidance 
for writing professional 
emails (ter.ps/email) to 
ensure your messages are 
understood clearly. 

http://www.elms.umd.edu/
http://ter.ps/email
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Campus Policies 
 
It is our shared responsibility to know and abide by the University of Maryland’s policies that relate to all courses, 
which include topics like: 

 Academic integrity 

 Student and instructor conduct 

 Accessibility and accommodations 

 Attendance and excused absences 

 Grades and appeals 

 Copyright and intellectual property 
 
Please visit www.ugst.umd.edu/courserelatedpolicies.html for the Office of Undergraduate Studies’ full list of 
campus-wide policies and follow up with me if you have questions. 
 

Grades 
 
Grades are not given, but earned.  Your grade is determined by your performance on the learning assessments in 
the course and is assigned individually (not curved).  If earning a particular grade is important to you, please speak 
with me at the beginning of the semester so that I can offer some helpful suggestions for achieving your goal.  All 
grades will be posted on the course CANVAS page.  If you would like to review any of your grades, or have 
questions about how something was scored, please come to my office hours or email me to schedule a time for us 
to meet.  I am happy to discuss any of your grades with you, and if I have made a mistake I will immediately correct 
it.  Any formal grade disputes must be submitted in writing and within one week of receiving the grade.  While late 
work is accepted for course credit, please note that I deduct 2 points for each day it is late, on top of any points 
deducted for incorrect/insufficient responses.  Assignments will be accepted up to 2 weeks late only.  After 2 weeks, 
assignments will no longer be accepted (and the submission portal closed), unless you have worked out an 
arrangement with me due to a legitimate excuse.  I always take assignments turned in early.  Please note that you 
have the Virtual Token option for all but the final presentation and final project write up assignments. 
 

Learning Assessments 
 

Learning Assessments # 
Points 

Each 

Individual 

Weight 

Category 

Weight 

Assignments 

   Defining Resilience 

   Case Study Summary 1 

   Case Study Summary 2 

   US Climate Resilience Assessment 

4  

100 

100 

100 

100 

 

10% 

10% 

10% 

10% 

40% 

Final Project 

   Final Project Description 

   Final Project Resources 

   Final Project Update 

   Final Project Presentation 

   Final Project Write-Up 

5  

10 

40 

50 

100 

100 

 

1% 

4% 

5% 

10% 

10% 

30% 

Participation 

   Participation A 

   Participation B 

   Participation C 

3  

100 

100 

100 

 

10% 

10% 

10% 

30% 

TOTAL  1000  100% 

http://www.ugst.umd.edu/courserelatedpolicies.html
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Assignments & Final Project 
In lieu of exams, there four take-home assignments and a final case study project.  These assignments are designed 
to give you a chance to explore and practice concepts learned in class.  Detailed descriptions of the assignments and 
their due dates are found on the course CANVAS pages and you can always email me or ask in class for more 
information. 
 
Participation  
Active participation in class activities and discussions is essential for learning.  In this class, active participation 
accounts for 30% of your final grade.  Getting the most out of your learning experience requires that you come 
prepared to contribute to class discussion.  What does that mean?  Active participation and taking an active role in 
your own learning.  This means you need to read the required readings - at a minimum - and prepare comments and 
questions for the discussion.  More information about how to read papers is found on the Course Materials & 
Readings course wiki page.   
 
In terms of a participation grade, you are expected to make at least one significant contribution to discussion during 
each class meeting.  A significant contribution is more than just agreement with your classmates or the instructor.  It 
is a question or comment that pushes the conversation forward and helps everyone to learn.  That is why taking 
notes on your readings for the day are so important.  As a bonus, these notes - plus the ones you take in discussion - 
should help you write up your case study summary assignments. 
 
You will also be asked during class to work alone, or with a partner/s, to quickly summarize the significant points in 
one of the additional readings given for the day.  This will be part of the class discussion, and you will have time 
during class to complete the activity.  This also counts towards your participation grade. 
 
Everyone’s learning depends on your participation in class discussions and activities.  You will be graded on your in-
class participation – either you participate or you don’t.  If you are not present, it makes class participation 
impossible.  Please review the excused absences policies - mine and the University's - to learn more about making 
up lost participation credit. 
 
You will be graded three times on participation during the term.  The second and third participation grades start you 
with a clean slate, which allows you to improve your participation if need be. 
 
Final letter grades are assigned based on the percentage of total assessment points earned.  To be fair to everyone I 
have to establish clear standards and apply them consistently, so please understand that being close to a cutoff is not 
the same this as making the cut (89.99 ≠ 90.00).  It would be unethical and unfair to make exceptions for some and 
not others - so do not email me to ask for your own personal exception. 
 

Final Grade Cutoffs 

+ 970 + 870 + 770 + 670   

A 940 B 840 C 740 D 640 F <600 

- 900 - 800 - 700 - 600   

 
 

Course Schedule 
Note: This is a tentative schedule, and subject to change as necessary – monitor the course ELMS page for current deadlines.  In the 
unlikely event of a prolonged university closing, or an extended absence from the university, adjustments to the course schedule, deadlines, 
and assignments will be made based on the duration of the closing and the specific dates missed. 
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28 August 

 Course syllabus 

 Course CANVAS website 
 
4 September 

 Walker, B and D. Salt (2006). Resilience Thinking: Sustaining Ecosystems and People in a Changing World. Island 
Press. Pp. 1-73 (Chpt. 1-3). 

 
11 September 

 Walker, B and D. Salt (2006). Resilience Thinking: Sustaining Ecosystems and People in a Changing World. Island 
Press. Pp. 74-151 (Chpt. 4-6). 

 Assignment: Defining Resilience 
 
18 September 

 Van Dolah, Elizabeth (2017) Cultural Heritage and Climate Change Adaptation Pathways. Doctoral Dissertation, 
Dept. of Anthropology, University of Maryland. 

 
25 September 

 Marino, Elizabeth (2015). Fierce Climate, Sacred Ground: An Ethnography of Climate Change in Shishmaref, Alaska. 
University of Alaska Press. Pp. 1-60 (Chpt 1-4). 

 Henshaw, A (2009) Sea Ice: the Sociocultural Dimensions of a Melting Environment in the Arctic. In 
Anthropology and Climate Change: From Encounters to Actions. S Crate and M Nuttall, eds. Left Coast Press: 
Walnut, CA. Pp.153-165. 

 Assignment: Final Project Description 
 
2 October 

 Marino, Elizabeth (2015). Fierce Climate, Sacred Ground: An Ethnography of Climate Change in Shishmaref, Alaska. 
University of Alaska Press. Pp. 61-100 (Chpt. 5-7). 

 
9 October 

 Fraser, EDG (2007). Travelling in antique lands: using past famines to develop an adaptability/resilience 
framework to identify food systems vulnerable to climate change. Climatic Change 83: 495-514. 

 Davis, M (2001). Late Victorian Holocausts: El Niño Famines and the Making of the Third World. Verso.  

 Assignment: Final Project Resources; Case Study Summary 1 
 
16 October 

 Lucero, L. J., Fedick, S. L., Dunning, N. P., Lentz, D. L., & Scarborough, V. L. (2014). Water and 
Landscape: Ancient Maya Settlement Decisions. Archaeological Papers of the American Anthropological Association, 
24(1), 30-42. 

 Chase, D. Z., & Chase, A. F. (2014). Path Dependency in the Rise and Denouement of a Classic Maya City: 
The Case of Caracol, Belize. Archaeological Papers of the American Anthropological Association, 24(1), 142-154. 

 Iannone, G., Prufer, K., & Chase, D. Z. (2014). Resilience and Vulnerability in the Maya Hinterlands. 
Archaeological Papers of the American Anthropological Association, 24(1), 155-170. 

 
23 October 

 Abouyoub, Y. (2012). Climate: The Forgotten Culprit. The Ecological Dimension of the Darfur Conflict. 
Race, Gender & Class, 150-176. 
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 Bromwich, B. (2018). Power, contested institutions and land: repoliticising analysis of natural resources and 
conflict in Darfur. Journal of Eastern African Studies, 12(1), 1-21. 

 de Waal, A. (2005) Darfur. In Famine That Kills: Darfur, Sudan. Oxford University Press. Pp. 33-58. 
 
30 October 

 Schmid, B. V., Büntgen, U., Easterday, W. R., Ginzler, C., Walløe, L., Bramanti, B., & Stenseth, N. C. 
(2015). Climate-driven introduction of the Black Death and successive plague reintroductions into Europe. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 112(10), 3020-3025.  

 Benedictow, OJ (2004) A turning point in history? In The Black Death 1346-1353: The Complete History. Pp. 
387-394. The Boydell Press, Woodbridge. 

 You will be assigned one of the following Bryne (2006) texts to read and share with your classmates: 
o Bryne, JP (2006) At Home with the Plague. In Daily Life During the Black Death. Greenwood Press, 

Connecticut. 
o Bryne, JP (2006) At the Pest House. In Daily Life During the Black Death. Greenwood Press, 

Connecticut. 
o Bryne, JP (2006) At City Hall. In Daily Life During the Black Death. Greenwood Press, Connecticut. 
o Bryne, JP (2006) In the Village and on the Manor. In Daily Life During the Black Death. Greenwood 

Press, Connecticut. 
o Bryne, JP (2006) In the Medieval Muslim World. In Daily Life During the Black Death. Greenwood 

Press, Connecticut. 

 Assignment: Final Project Update 
 
6 November 

 Paveglio, T. B., Brenkert-Smith, H., Hall, T., & Smith, A. M. (2015). Understanding social impact from 
wildfires: advancing means for assessment. International Journal of Wildland Fire, 24(2), 212-224. 

 McCaffrey, S. (2015). Community wildfire preparedness: a global state-of-the-knowledge summary of social 
science research. Current Forestry Reports, 1(2), 81-90. 

 Carroll, M. S., Paveglio, T., Jakes, P. J., & Higgins, L. L. (2011). Nontribal community recovery from wildfire 
five years later: The case of the Rodeo–Chediski fire. Society & Natural Resources, 24(7), 672-687. 

 Assignment: Case Study Summary 2 
 
13 November - Class is online this week. 

 Wendelbo, M (2018) Three reasons why the U.S. is vulnerable to big disasters - and getting more vulnerable 
all the time. Popular Science, 7/10/18. 

 Saavedra, C., Budd, W. W., & Lovrich, N. P. (2012). Assessing resilience to climate change in US cities. 
Urban Studies Research, 2012. 

 Assignment: US Climate Resilience Assessment 
 
20 November - No class this week. 
 
27 November 

 García-López, G. A. (2018). The Multiple Layers of Environmental Injustice in Contexts of (Un) natural 
Disasters: The Case of Puerto Rico Post-Hurricane Maria. Environmental Justice, 11(3), 101-108. 

 Lloréns, H. (2018). Ruin Nation: In Puerto Rico, Hurricane Maria laid bare the results of a long-term crisis 
created by dispossession, migration, and economic predation. NACLA Report on the Americas, 50(2), 154-159. 
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 Cooper, J. (2012). Fail to prepare, then prepare to fail: Rethinking threat, vulnerability, and mitigation in the 
precolumbian Caribbean. In Surviving Sudden Environmental Change. Answers from Archaeology. University Press 
of Colorado, Boulder, 91-114. 

 Assignment: Final Project Presentation (Slides due by Mon @ midnight) 
 
4 December - Final Project Presentations 

 Assignment: Final Project Presentation 
 
15 December - Final Project Write Up Due 

 

Course Materials & Readings 
 
There are required textbooks you will need to buy for this class.  Both books are available for sale at the campus 
bookstore and online (usually cheaper). 
 

 Walker, B., & Salt, D. (2012). Resilience Thinking: Sustaining Ecosystems and People in a Changing World. Island 
Press. 

 Marino, E. (2015). Fierce Climate, Sacred Ground: an Ethnography of Climate Change in Shishmaref, Alaska. 
University of Alaska Press. 

 
Other required readings include a variety of book chapters, journal articles, videos, and websites during the 
semester.  These materials and readings will be posted to the course website so that you may access them any time. 
The materials are posted to the lecture page for the corresponding date.  You can double check dates with lecture 
topics on the course schedule page, but please be aware that lecture pages are posted in the order that they are given 
on the modules page. 
 

Virtual Tokens 
 
There are no extra credit opportunities for this course. I don’t believe in busy work that takes away from ongoing 
course learning and produces extra grading work for instructors – usually at times where they are swamped with 
grading final exams and final projects/papers. Please do the assignments that are asked of you in a timely fashion.  
In lieu of extra credit, you are initially provided with 2 Virtual Tokens with the option of earning others (maxing at a 
total 4 VTs) to assist you.  Virtual tokens may be redeemed to extend an assignment deadline 24 hours or revise a 
graded assignment for a regrade. 
 

 If you do plan to redeem a token to revise an assignment, you have 10 days to revise and resubmit from the 
date that the assignment is handed back. 

 Please note that you cannot turn in an assignment past the 2 week grading deadline and use a virtual token 
to get a reboot and regrade after points have already been deducted for lateness.   

 Virtual tokens may only be used on assignments that are turned in within the expected period unless you 
have a documented legitimate excuse.   

 If you use a virtual token to extend your deadline 24 hours and still turn in a late assignment (now 2 or more 
days late), you cannot use a second virtual token after the assignment is graded to resubmit and earn back 
points lost for turning that assignment in late.  The second virtual token will only cover points lost because 
you had corrections to make on the assignment.   



Page 7 of 11 

 The final project presentation and write-up assignments, do not fall into the virtual token category for 
extending deadlines or revising work. Term grades must be turned in by your instructor in time for 
graduation.  One student can literally hold up an entire class. Help us make sure you are not THAT person. 

 
Up to 2 more additional tokens may be earned by attending an climate-related talk on campus, and writing up a 1 pg 
summary of the talk. Your 1 pg summary should discuss the content of the talk, show how it relates to course 
learning, and provide a copy of the flyer or image of the advertisement from a weblink/email (in addition to the 
summary). These can be talks I announce in class or you find out about on your own.  All of this must be turned in 
as hard copy printout to me (I'm expecting 2 pgs, 1 pg summary and 1 pg of flyer). 
 
In the event that you do not use your tokens or have tokens remaining at the end of the term, each token will be 
converted to 15 pts. and added to your grade total at the end of the term.  Thus, each unused virtual token at the 
end of the term bumps up your grade 1.5%. 
 

Conduct 
 
Students are expected to treat each other with respect.  Disruptive and disrespectful behavior of any kind will not be 
tolerated.  Students who are unable to demonstrate civility with one another or me will be subject to referral to the 
Office of Student Conduct or to the University Campus Police.  You are expected to adhere to the Code of Student 
Conduct.  If the situation escalates to a potential threat level, the Campus Police and BETA University Response 
Team will be contacted immediately.  Please note that students also have the right to report fellow students who are 
disrupting the learning environment and/or are exhibiting threatening behaviors. 
 

Communication 
 
We will be using classroom discussion, discussion boards and emails to communicate with each other to learn.  
There are thousands of words in the English language (and other languages) that can be used to express our 
thoughts and ideas in a respectful and professional manner.  Let us please use these words with each other, and 
avoid sarcasm, foul language (particularly directed at an individual), innuendo, offensive slander, hate speech, verbal 
assaults, etc.  You will be given a single warning if you violate these rules.  While I hope that everyone will be 
respectful with each other in class and online, those who violate respectful parameters and norms of discussion will 
be reported to the appropriate campus offices. 
 
I use CANVAS class announcements frequently to post reminders of assignment due dates, changes to the schedule 
and/or readings, let you know about outside opportunities, and link course material to current events of interest.  
Please make sure your email information is correct and that you check your email.  I also ask that you use CANVAS 
email to contact me. My email account is linked so that I receive notifications regarding your contact.  I ask that you 
use this system to ensure that ALL course related communication is kept in one location for ease of access and 
prevention of lost communications.   Please note that I have every expectation that you will follow similar 
professional and respectful communication rules to those outlined below for class discussion boards and emails. 
 
I will make every attempt to respond to emails within a 48 hour period.  Sometimes I answer immediately - esp. if 
I'm already online.  Sometimes family and personal responsibilities, particularly outside the M-F 8:30am - 5pm work 
window, take precedence.  Please note that Saturdays for me are an email/work free day, and that Sundays I may 
not check work-related email until after 3pm. I do this to retain my sanity in a world and culture that seems to think 
a species that evolved without computer technology for at least 200,000 years can instantly adapt to 24-7 global 
internet-based access.  I also encourage you to take a day off from school on the weekend to rest and recharge your 
brain as well. 
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Technology 
 
Technology in the classroom is a touchy subject.  I recognize that many people take notes on their laptops, 
reference assigned readings, and look up relevant information for a class activity or discussion.  Therefore, I allow 
laptops and tablets in my classrooms for these purposes only.  Technological devices like MP3 players, 
smartphones, gaming devices, headphones, bluetooth, etc. are prohibited in this class.  If these devices are seen 
and/or used during the class, the student will be asked to leave the class immediately.  If you anticipate that you may 
be called during class for a family emergency situation, please let me know before class starts AND when the call 
comes exit the classroom quickly and quietly to respond. 
 
Our brains really aren’t evolved to handle these new forms of technological multi-tasking.  Psychological research 
demonstrates that multi-tasking in the classroom (looking at FaceBook, shopping, watching videos, playing games, 
chatting, emails, doing homework for other classes, etc.), rather than paying attention to the actual course learning 
activity/discussion has significant impacts on your ability to retain information.  It is distracting to your fellow 
students, and disrespectful to both your fellow students and instructors. 
 
If a student is found using their laptop or tablet for reasons other than course-related learning,  

 Strike 1: Stop the class and ask the student to stop. 

 Strike 2: Stop the class and share what they are doing with their classmates. 

 Strike 3: Stop the class and ask the student to leave the class. 
Please note that all of the strikes don't need to happen during the same class period.   
 

Online Assignment Submission 
 
Please note that you are expected to turn in all assignments online to the CANVAS course website.  Some 
assignments specifically request a pdf, in others though you may choose from a variety of accepted files including 
.doc, .pdf, rich content, website URLs and media files.  Please note that they must be openable on a PC platform.  If 
I cannot open the file easily for grading/assessment purposes, any answers associated with the file for your 
assignment receives a 0 grade.  This will really suck if it is your entire assignment.  It is not my job to hunt down 
apps or software to open your assignment.  It is your responsibility to turn in legible and accessible assignments.  I 
would highly recommend that you also double-check the assignment file you submit to make sure that it is the one 
you wish to have graded.  I cannot read your mind to know if there is some other special file you would rather have 
uploaded for grading.  I grade what I receive by the due date. 
 

Students With Disabilities 
 
I will make every effort to accommodate students who are registered with the Disability Support Service (DSS) 
Office and who provide me with a University of Maryland DSS Accommodation form which has been updated for 
the Fall 2018 semester.  Only written DSS documentation of the accommodation will be considered. This form 
must be presented to me no later than 14 September 2018. I am not able to accommodate students who are not 
registered with DSS or who provide me with documentation which has not been reviewed and approved by UMD’s 
DSS Office after 14 September 2018. 
 

Medical Excuses 
 
An excused absence is an absence for which the student has the right to receive, and the instructor has the 
responsibility to provide, academic accommodation.  Students are expected to take full responsibility for their own 
academic work and progress. Students, to progress satisfactorily, must meet all of the requirements of each course 
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for which they are registered. Students are expected to attend classes regularly. Consistent attendance offers 
students the most effective opportunity to gain command of course concepts and materials. Excused absences must 
be requested promptly and must be supported by appropriate documentation.  Excused absences do not alter the 
academic requirements for the course. Students are responsible for information and material missed on the day of 
absence. Students are within reason entitled to receive any materials provided to the class during the absence. 
Students are responsible for making provision to determine what course material they have missed and for 
completing required exercises in a timely manner. 
 
Events that justify an excused absence include: 

 Religious observances 

 Mandatory military obligation 

 Illness of the student or illness of an immediate family member 

 Participation in university activities at the request of university authorities (e.g. conference, athletic event, 
etc.) 

 Compelling circumstances beyond the student's control (e.g., death in the family, required court appearance) 
Absences stemming from work duties other than military obligation (e.g., unexpected changes in shift assignments) 
and traffic/transit problems do not typically qualify for excused absence. 
 
To receive academic accommodation for an excused absence, the student must notify the instructor in a timely 
manner. The notification should be provided either prior to the absence or as soon afterwards as possible. In the 
case of religious observances, athletic events, and planned absences known at the beginning of the semester, the 
student must inform the instructor during the schedule adjustment period. All other absences must be reported as 
soon as is practical. 
 
For medically necessitated absences: Students may, one time per course per semester, provide a self-signed excuse 
as documentation (linked) of an absence from a single class (e.g., lecture, recitation, or laboratory session) that does 
not coincide with a major assessment or assignment due date. For all other medically necessitated absences, a course 
instructor may request that students provide documentation from a physician or the University Health Center to 
verify an absence. In cases where students are asked to provide verification, the course instructor may request the 
dates of treatment or the time frame that the student was unable to meet academic responsibilities, but may not 
request diagnostic information. 
 
For all other absences students must provide verifiable documentation upon request (e.g., religious calendar, court 
summons, death announcement, etc.).  Providing false information to University officials is prohibited under Part 
9(h) of the Code of Student Conduct (V-1.00(B) University of Maryland Code of Student Conduct) and may result 
in disciplinary action. 
 
If you miss class, and have an excusable reason, let me know in advance if possible OR provide me the 
documentation within 1 week of your return.  When I don't receive appropriate and verifiable documentation for 
your excused absence, I cannot provide equitable accommodation to extend an assignment deadline or develop a 
way with you to make up missed class participation/activity.  This means that you will lose points for late 
assignments and participation.  I really don't want to penalize folks that have legitimately excusable absences and 
waiting more than 2 weeks to deal with the issue is unacceptable, so please take responsibility for your learning early 
and proactively. 
 
Finally, waiting until the end of the term to inform me of long-term physical or mental health issues - issues that will 
interfere with your learning in this course - is not acceptable.  I am not there to judge, only to help you learn. The 
earlier you inform me the better, so that we both can assess together whether or not it would be best to withdraw 
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from the course this term and take it again at another time.  There is no shame in withdrawing if you are truly ill and 
need rest for healing properly rather than additional stress. 
 

Religious Observances 
 
Please refer to the Online Catalog Policy on Religious Observance.  If there is a specific day you will not be able to 
attend class or turn in a particular assignment, please provide me, in writing the day and specific religious 
observance by 7 September 2018.  If travel to and from a religious observance event is necessary, these dates must 
be included in your request.   Please note that I ask for these dates in advances to make equitable accommodations.   
 

Student Athletes  
 
Please refer to the Maryland Student-Athlete Code of Conduct (Links to an external site.) regarding expected class 
absences due to official intercollegiate competitions.  Essentially, "Properly inform instructors (provide authorized 
team travel letter), by the 10th day of fall and/or spring semesters, of expected class absences due to travel to 
official intercollegiate competitions."  The 10th day of Fall 2018 semester is Friday, 7 September 2018.  Please note 
that I ask for these dates in advances to make equitable accommodations. 

Get Some Help! 
 
You are expected to take personal responsibility for you own learning. This includes 
acknowledging when your performance does not match your goals and doing something about 
it. Everyone can benefit from some expert guidance on time management, note taking, and 
exam preparation, so I encourage you to consider visiting http://ter.ps/learn and schedule an 
appointment with an academic coach. Sharpen your communication skills (and improve your 
grade) by visiting http://ter.ps/writing and schedule an appointment with the campus Writing 
Center. Finally, if you just need someone to talk to, visit http://www.counseling.umd.edu. 
 
Everything is free because you have already paid for it, and everyone needs help… all you have to do is ask for it. 
 

Names/Pronouns and Self Identifications 
 
The University of Maryland recognizes the importance of a diverse student body, and we are committed to fostering 
equitable classroom environments. I invite you, if you wish, to tell us how you want to be referred to both in terms 
of your name and your pronouns (he/him, she/her, they/them, etc.). The pronouns someone indicates are not 
necessarily indicative of their gender identity. Visit trans.umd.edu to learn more. 
 
Additionally, how you identify in terms of your gender, race, class, sexuality, religion, and dis/ability, among all 
aspects of your identity, is your choice whether to disclose (e.g., should it come up in classroom conversation about 
our experiences and perspectives) and should be self-identified, not presumed or imposed.  I will do my best to 
address and refer to all students accordingly, and I ask you to do the same for all of your fellow Terps. 
 

University Emergency Closing 
 
In the event that the University is closed for an emergency or extended period of time because of inclement weather 

and campus emergencies, I will communicate to you via CANVAS or email to make schedule adjustments, 

including rescheduling of assignment due dates if necessary.  Official closures and delays are announced on 

the campus website.  The snow phone line is 301-405-SNOW, as well as local radio and TV stations. 

http://ter.ps/learn
http://ter.ps/writing
http://www.counseling.umd.edu/
http://trans.umd.edu/
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Course Evaluation 
 
I take course evaluations very seriously.  Each year I revise my syllabus, readings, course assignments, and exams 

based on your feedback.  I am not just interested in the scores you give this course, but also very interested in your 

specific comments. I encourage each and every one of you to evaluate this class as well as your other courses.  One 

important campus-wide evaluation is the online evaluation at the end of the semester.  Course Evaluation UM will 

be open to students to complete their evaluation for Fall courses in early December and Spring courses in early 

April.  Please go directly to the website to complete your evaluation. 

 
Your participation in the evaluation of courses through CourseEvalUM is a responsibility you hold as a student 

member of our academic community.  Your feedback is confidential and important to the improvement of teaching 

and learning at the University as well as to the tenure and promotion process.  CourseEvalUM will be open for you 

to complete your evaluations starting about two weeks prior to the last day of the term before exams begin.  By 

completing all of your evaluations each semester, you will have the privilege of accessing online evaluation reports 

for the thousands of courses for which 70% or more students submitted their evaluations.   
 


