
 

 

Method & Theory in Ecological 
Anthropology 

ANTH 322 

Fall 2019 

 
 
Homo sapiens relationship with the environment is complex and evolving.  
And many of the most pressing problems of our time have to do with the 
relationships of human societies to the wider natural world.  As such, our 
exploration of these relationships must be equally holistic, multidisciplinary, 
intersectional, critical, and flexible.  While Anthropology traditionally offers 
a holistic and critical perspective on humans through space and time, 
addition of Ecological theory and methods allows us to tease out many of 
the finer points of the human-environment dialectic.  This course provides 
an overview of the theories and methodological approaches used by 
ecological anthropologists to understand human-environment relationships.   
Our learning considers the strengths, weaknesses, and overlap between the 
four main frameworks used by ecological anthropologists - Human 
Adaptability, Historical Ecology, Ethnoecology, and Political Ecology.  
Course readings and class discussions explore case studies where theory, 
frameworks, and methods have been applied to critically examine the 
human-environment relationship.  Learning activities and assignments 
provide students opportunities to try out course learning concepts and make 
connections between these concepts and life outside the classroom. 

 
Learning Outcomes 
 
After successfully completing this course you will be able to: 

 Critically evaluate the influences and consequences of political, 
social, cultural, economic, or ethical dimensions on the human-
environment relationship across multiple temporal and spatial scales. 

 Identify and evaluate the use of sociocultural, archaeological, and 
ecological methods in the anthropological study of human-
environment relationships. 

 Apply a critical lens to assess and effectively communicate key 
research insights and complex theoretical concepts of ecological 
anthropology research, in the effort to develop just and sustainable 
solutions to pressing socio-ecological problems. 

Required Resources 
 
Course website: elms.umd.edu  
 
There are no required textbooks for this class.  All readings are provided on 
the course CANVAS website.  
 
You may find it useful to bring a laptop or tablet to class for taking notes, 
accessing required readings, and looking up relevant information. Please 
review the class policies on technology to ensure proper use of these tools 
during class learning sessions. 

 Dr. L. Jen Shaffer 
lshaffe1@umd.edu 
Please use course 
CANVAS email for class 
related questions.  
 
Class Meets 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
9:30am – 10:45am 
Education Rm. #3315 
 
Office Hours 
Woods Hall Rm. #0110 
Thursday 2:30pm – 4pm 
and by appointment  
 
Prerequisites 
ANTH 222 
 
Course Communication 
All notifications regarding 
time sensitive course 
information will be sent 
via ELMS announcement, 
and stored on the 
announcement page.  
Please use the course 
CANVAs email system to 
email us regarding 
questions, absences, 
accommodations, etc.  
You may find the link 
below helpful guidance 
for writing professional 
emails (ter.ps/email) to 
ensure your messages are 
understood clearly. 

http://www.elms.umd.edu/
http://ter.ps/email
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Campus Policies 
 
It is our shared responsibility to know and abide by the University of Maryland’s policies that relate to all courses, 
which include topics like: 

 Academic integrity 

 Student and instructor conduct 

 Accessibility and accommodations 

 Attendance and excused absences 

 Grades and appeals 

 Copyright and intellectual property 
 
Please visit www.ugst.umd.edu/courserelatedpolicies.html for the Office of Undergraduate Studies’ full list of 
campus-wide policies and follow up with me if you have questions. 
 

Grades 
 
Grades are not given, but earned.  Your grade is determined by your performance on the learning assessments in 
the course and is assigned individually (not curved).  If earning a particular grade is important to you, please speak 
with me at the beginning of the semester so that I can offer some helpful suggestions for achieving your goal.  All 
grades will be posted on the course CANVAS page.  If you would like to review any of your grades, or have 
questions about how something was scored, please email me to schedule a time for us to meet in my office.  I am 
happy to discuss any of your grades with you, and if I have made a mistake I will immediately correct it.  Any formal 
grade disputes must be submitted in writing and within one week of receiving the grade.  While late work is 
accepted for course credit, please note that I deduct 2 points for each day it is late, on top of any points deducted 
for incorrect/insufficient responses.  Assignments will be accepted up to 2 weeks late only.  After 2 weeks 
assignments will no longer be accepted (and the submission portal closed), unless you have worked out an 
arrangement with me due to a legitimate excuse.  I always take assignments turned in early.  Please note that you 
have the Virtual Token option for all but the weekly reading quizzes, syllabus quiz, and final exam. 
 

Learning Assessments 

Learning Assessments # 
Points 

Each 

Individual 

Weight 

Category 

Weight 

Praxis 

  Sensing the Natural World 

  Deconstructed Family Recipe 

  Educated Traveler 

  Makah Whaling Debate 

  Spice Rack or Medicine Chest? 

  Environmental Justice in the News 

6 150 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

 

5% 

5% 

5% 

5% 

5% 

5% 

30% 

Participation 

  Student Led Discussion 

  Participation A 

  Participation B 

  Participation C 

4 100 

10 

30 

30 

30 

 

2% 

6% 

6% 

6% 

20% 

Quizzes 

  Intro Knowledge Quiz 

  Weekly Reading Quizzes (Weeks 2-15) 

15 

1 

14 

150 

10 

10 

 

2% 

2% 

30% 

2% 

28% 

Final Paper 

  Final Paper Topic 

3 

 

100 

5 

 

1% 

20% 

http://www.ugst.umd.edu/courserelatedpolicies.html
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  Final Paper Outline 

  Final Paper DRAFT (optional, no grade) 

  Final Paper 

10 

 

85 

2% 

 

17% 

TOTAL  500  100% 

 
Praxis 
There six take-home assignments to give you an opportunity to understand and practice the methods and theory of 
ecological anthropology.  Detailed descriptions of the assignments and their due dates are found on the course 
CANVAS pages and you can always email me or ask in class for more information. 
 
Intro Knowledge Quiz  
The Intro Knowledge Quiz is a short online assignment, in a quiz format, that you will have access to at the 
beginning of the term.  This quiz is designed to show your growth and learning as a student of ecological 
anthropology. There will be questions on the quiz that you cannot answer at the beginning of the term, but will very 
likely be able to answer at the end of the term. Regardless of whether you answer correctly or not, you will earn 10 
points. This is a really easy way to earn 10 points at the beginning of the term and orient yourself to how quizzes 
online operate. It will also show you at the end of the term what you have learned. Please note that you cannot open 
the quiz, answer a few questions, then come back later.  You must complete the quiz in one sitting. However, you 
may take the quiz as many times as you like until you are satisfied with your grade.  The quiz opens on the first day 
of class and closes 14 September (after the add/drop period).  I will not reopen it after this date.  The assignment is 
worth 2% of your total grade. 
 
Weekly Reading Quizzes  
Each week you have been assigned two, sometimes three, articles or book chapters related to the course learning.  I 
expect you to read these.  Good class discussion, and more importantly, your learning isn't going to happen if you 
don't contribute your share of the effort.  The 10 question, reading quizzes are designed to help you get the most 
out of your readings.  These quizzes are open "book," which means you can use your reading to look up answers, 
and you can take as long as you like on the quiz with regard to time.  You can retake the quiz if you do not like your 
score the first time.  If you do make a second attempt on the quiz, your final score is the average of both the first 
and second attempts. Use of virtual tokens to extend the deadline or retake is not allowed.  Quizzes will open a 
week before they are due and close at 11:59pm on their due date which gives you ample time to complete this 
assignment.  I will not reopen the quiz after this due date, so manage your time accordingly.  It is highly 
recommended that you read the material and take notes on your readings BEFORE you attempt the quiz. 
 
Participation  
Active participation in class activities and discussions is essential for learning.  In this class, active participation 
accounts for 18% of your final grade.  I understand that not everyone is comfortable speaking up in class, so there 
will be a number of different ways to participate including short writing responses, group activities, and discussion.  
I will grade you three times during the semester on your participation, and this grade is not cumulative - allowing a 
fresh start each time.  More information is provided on the participation assignment pages.   
 
Student Led Discussion 
During the term, you will be asked to lead a Thursday discussion with a couple of your classmates. You will sign up 
for a particular date and topic during the first 2 weeks of class. This assignment has three parts. In part one, you will 
write a 1 paragraph summary of each assigned reading and develop at least 5 group questions for our class to 
discuss. A hard copy of this will be turned in at the beginning of the discussion. In part two, you, and your 
classmates who've also signed up, will lead the class discussion. Finally in part three, you will write a one page 
reflection on what you think went well during discussion, what went poorly, and suggestions for improvement that 
will be turned in online.  
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Final Paper 
In this class, we will have a final paper assignment – giving you the opportunity to explore a topic of personal 
interest and apply what you have learned. Two graded assignments leading up to the final submission ask you to 
identify your topic and outline your paper so that I may offer constructive feedback on your project before you 
invest considerable effort and time on the final paper. You also have the option of turning in a written draft for 
additional feedback prior to final submission on Sunday, 8 December 2019. Please see the online assignment 
descriptions for more details. 
 
Final letter grades are assigned based on the percentage of total assessment points earned.  To be fair to everyone I 
have to establish clear standards and apply them consistently, so please understand that being close to a cutoff is not 
the same this as making the cut (89.99 ≠ 90.00).  It would be unethical and unfair to make exceptions for some and 
not others - so do not email me to ask for your own personal exception. 
 

Final Grade Cutoffs 

+ 97.00% + 87.00% + 77.00% + 67.00%   

A 94.00% B 84.00% C 74.00% D 64.00% F <60.00% 

- 90.00% - 80.00% - 70.00% - 60.00%   

 
 
Course Schedule 
Note: This is a tentative schedule, and subject to change as necessary – monitor the course ELMS page for current deadlines.  In the 
unlikely event of a prolonged university closing, or an extended absence from the university, adjustments to the course schedule, deadlines, 
and assignments will be made based on the duration of the closing and the specific dates missed. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Week 1: An Introduction to Ecological Anthropology 
Review the syllabus and course CANVAS webpages 
 
Assignments: Intro Knowledge Quiz (9/14) 
 
Week 2: A Historic Overview of Ecological Anthropology 
Required Readings 

 Kottak, C (1999) The new ecological anthropology. American Anthropologist, 101(1), 23-35. 

 Fitzhugh, B., Butler, V. L., Bovy, K. M., & Etnier, M. A. (2018). Human ecodynamics: A perspective for the 
study of long-term change in socioecological systems. Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports. (In Press) 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 2; Intro Knowledge Quiz (9/14); Sensing the Natural World response (9/13) 
 

*** Thursday class meets at UMD Chapel Remembrance Garden/Labyrinth. Dress for outdoors. *** 
 
HUMAN ADAPTABILITY & COOPERATION 

 
Week 3: Human Adaptability 
Required Readings 

 Kaplan, H., & Gurven, M. (2005). The natural history of human food sharing and cooperation: a review and 
a new multi-individual approach to the negotiation of norms. IN Moral Sentiments and Material Interests: The 
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Foundations of Cooperation in Economic Life, H. Gintis, S. Bowles, R. Boyd, and E Fehr, eds., MIT Press, Pp. 75-
114. 

 Lee, R. (1969) Eating Christmas in the Kalahari. Natural History, Dec. 1969. 4pp. 
 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 3; Sensing the Natural World response (9/13); Intro Knowledge Quiz (9/14); 
Deconstructed Family Recipe (9/27); Student Led Discussion 
 
*** Thursday class is a student led discussion on cooperation & food sharing. Some students will have materials to 

turn in for this discussion on Thursday and later online. *** 
 
Week 4: The Human Niche 
Required Readings 

 Zeder, M. A. (2016). Domestication as a model system for niche construction theory. Evolutionary Ecology, 
30(2), 325-348. 

 Labeyrie, Vanesse, Bernard Rono, and Christian Leclerc (2014) How social organization shapes crop 
diversity: an ecological anthropology approach among Tharaka farmers of Mount Kenya. Agriculture and 
Human Values, 31, 97-107. 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 4; Deconstructed Family Recipe (9/27); Student Led Discussion 
 

*** Thursday class is a student led discussion on niche construction & domestication. Some students will have 
materials to turn in for this discussion on Thursday and later online. *** 

 
Week 5: Governing the Commons 
Required Readings 

 Ostrom, E., Burger, J., Field, C. B., Norgaard, R. B., & Policansky, D. (1999). Revisiting the commons: local 
lessons, global challenges. Science, 284(5412), 278-282. 

 Mwangi, E., & Ostrom, E. (2009). Top-down solutions: looking up from East Africa's rangelands. 
Environment: Science and Policy for Sustainable Development, 51(1), 34-45. 

 
Additional Reading (provided; you may wish to review since we will discuss in class) 

 Hardin, G. (1968). The tragedy of the commons. Science 13(162), 1243-1248. 
 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 5; Deconstructed Family Recipe (9/27) 
 
HISTORICAL ECOLOGY 

 
Week 6: Historical Ecology 
Required Readings 

 Crumley, C. L. (2017). Historical ecology and the study of landscape. Landscape Research, 42(sup1), S65-S73. 

 McClenachan, L., Cooper, A. B., McKenzie, M. G., & Drew, J. A. (2015). The importance of surprising 
results and best practices in historical ecology. BioScience, 65(9), 932-939. 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 6; Final Paper Topic (10/6); Educated Traveler (10/18) 
 
Week 7: The Consequences of Fire 
Required Readings 
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 Pausas, J. G., & Keeley, J. E. (2009). A burning story: the role of fire in the history of life. BioScience, 59(7), 
593-601. 

 Bird, D. W., Bird, R. B., Codding, B. F., & Taylor, N. (2016). A landscape architecture of fire: cultural 
emergence and ecological pyrodiversity in Australia’s Western Desert . Current Anthropology, 57(S13), S65-
S79. 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 7; Final Paper Topic (10/6); Educated Traveler (10/18) 
 

*** Thursday class meets at Dr. Shaffer’s office 0110 Woods. Dress for outdoors. *** 
 
Week 8: Drafting and Redrafting North America 
Required Readings 

 Abrams, M.D. & Nowacki, G.J. (2008). Native Americans as active and passive promoters of mast and fruit 
trees in the eastern USA. The Holocene, 18(7), 1123-1137. 

 Lepofsky, D., Armstrong, C. G., Greening, S., Jackley, J., Carpenter, J., Guernsey, B., ... & Turner, N. J. 
(2017). Historical Ecology of Cultural Keystone Places of the Northwest Coast. American Anthropologist, 
119(3), 448-463. 

 Cronon, W. (2001). Reading the Palimpsest. In Discovering the Chesapeake: the History of an Ecosystem. P.D. 
Curtin, G.S. Brush, and G.W. Fisher, eds. Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore. Pp. 355-373. 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 8; Educated Traveler (10/18); Makah Whaling Debate (prep for 10/24)) 
 
ETHNOECOLOGY 

 
Week 9: Ethnoecology 
Required Readings 

 Wilder, BT, C O'Meara, L Monti, and GP Nabhan (2016) Ethnoscience, the "oldest science." In Ethnobiology 
for the Future: Linking Cultural and Ecological Diversity. GP Nabhan (ed.) University of Arizona Press. Pp. 23-35. 

 Berkes, Fikret (2012) Context of Ecological Knowledge. In Sacred Ecology: Traditional Ecological Knowledge and 
Resource Management. Routledge. Pp. 1-19 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 9; Makah Whaling Debate (10/24 &11/1); Spice Rack or Medicine Chest? (11/8) 
 

*** Thursday class will meet to debate Makah Whaling. Information on your assigned side can be found on the 
assignment and was given in class. *** 

 
Week 10: Traditional Resource Management 
Required Readings 

 Comberti, C., Thornton, T. F., de Echeverria, V. W., & Patterson, T. (2015). Ecosystem services or services 
to ecosystems? Valuing cultivation and reciprocal relationships between humans and ecosystems. Global 
Environmental Change, 34, 247-262. 

 Delevaux, J., Winter, K., Jupiter, S., Blaich-Vaughan, M., Stamoulis, K., Bremer, L., ... & Ticktin, T. (2018). 
Linking Land and Sea through Collaborative Research to Inform Contemporary applications of Traditional 
Resource Management in Hawai ‘i. Sustainability, 10(9), 3147. 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 10; Makah Whaling Debate (11/1); Spice Rack or Medicine Chest? (11/8); Final 
Paper Outline (11/10) 
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*** Thursday class meets at Dr. Shaffer’s office 0110 Woods. Dress for outdoors. *** 
 
Week 11: Conserving Cultural Diversity & Biodiversity 
Required Readings 

 Wilder, B. T., O'meara, C., Monti, L., & Nabhan, G. P. (2016). The importance of indigenous knowledge in 
curbing the loss of language and biodiversity. BioScience, 66(6), 499-509. 

 Holmes, G., Smith, T. A., & Ward, C. (2018). Fantastic beasts and why to conserve them: animals, magic 
and biodiversity conservation. Oryx, 52(2), 231-239. 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 11; Spice Rack or Medicine Chest? (11/8); Final Paper Outline (11/10); Student Led 
Discussion 
 

*** Thursday class is a student led discussion on conserving cultural diversity & biodiversity. Some students will 
have materials to turn in for this discussion on Thursday and later online. *** 

 
POLITICAL ECOLOGY 

 
Week 12: Political Ecology 
Required Readings 

 Ogden, L., Heynen, N., Oslender, U., West, P., Kassam, K. A., Robbins, P., ... & Rozzi, R. (2015). The 
politics of earth stewardship in the uneven Anthropocene. In Earth Stewardship (pp. 137-157). Springer, 
Cham. 

 Grove, M., Ogden, L., Pickett, S., Boone, C., Buckley, G., Locke, D. H., ... & Hall, B. (2018). The legacy 
effect: understanding how segregation and environmental injustice unfold over time in Baltimore. Annals of 
the American Association of Geographers, 108(2), 524-537. 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 12; Final Paper Outline (11/10); Environmental Justice in the News (12/6); Student 
Led Discussion 
 
*** Thursday class is a student led discussion on political ecology. Some students will have materials to turn in for 

this discussion on Thursday and later online. *** 
 
Week 13: Sustainable Development 
Required Readings 

 Eversole, Robyn (2018)  Anthropology for Development: From Theory to Practice. Routledge. Pp. 147-165. 

 Gupta, A. (2015) An anthropology of electricity from the global south. Current Anthropology, 30(4), 555-568. 
 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 13; Environmental Justice in the News (12/6) 
 
Week 14: Consumption & Globalization* 
Required Readings 

 Carrier, J (2016 [2010]). Protecting the environment the natural way: ethical consumption and commodity 
fetishism. In The Environment in Anthropology: A Reader in Ecology, Culture, and Sustainable Living, 2nd edition. N 
Haenn, RR Wilk, and A Harnish, eds. New York University Press. Pp. 401-410. 

 Bodley, JH (2015) "Chapter 9: The Price of Progress " In Victims of Progress, 6th edition. Altamira Press. Pp. 
171-188. 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 14; Environmental Justice in the News (12/6); Final Paper (12/8) 
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*** Class meets Tuesday only. Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday. *** 

 
Week 15: Climate Change & Inequality 
Required Readings 

 Lazrus, Heather (2009) The governance of vulnerability: climate change and agency in Tuvalu, South Pacific. 
In Anthropology & Climate Change: From Encounters to Actions. SA Crate & M Nuttall, eds. Left Coast Press, 
California. Pp. 240-249. 

 Lloréns, H. (2018). Ruin Nation: In Puerto Rico, Hurricane Maria laid bare the results of a long-term crisis 
created by dispossession, migration, and economic predation. NACLA Report on the Americas, 50(2), 154-159. 

 
Assignments: Reading Quiz Wk. 15; Environmental Justice in the News (12/6); Student Led Discussion; Final Paper 
(12/8) 
 
*** Thursday class is a student led discussion on climate change & inequality. Some students will have materials to 

turn in for this discussion on Thursday and later online. *** 
 
 

Course Materials & Readings 
 
There are no required textbooks you will need to buy for this class.  Required readings include a variety of book 
chapters, journal articles, videos, and websites during the semester.  These materials and readings will be posted to 
the course website so that you may access them any time. The materials are posted to the lecture page for the 
corresponding date.  You can double check dates with lecture topics on the course schedule page, but please be 
aware that lecture pages are posted in the order that they are given on the modules page. 
 
Human Adaptability: An Introduction to Ecological Anthropology, 3rd Edition by Emilio Moran is recommended, but not 
required.  While I will do my best to provide background on relevant ecological concepts in class, you may find this 
text useful for linking these concepts to human examples.  
 

Virtual Tokens 
 
There are no extra credit opportunities for this course. I don’t believe in busy work that takes away from ongoing 
course learning and produces extra grading work for instructors – usually at times where they are swamped with 
grading final exams and final projects/papers. Please do the assignments that are asked of you in a timely fashion.  
In lieu of extra credit, you are initially provided with 2 Virtual Tokens with the option of earning others (maxing at a 
total 4 VTs) to assist you.  Virtual tokens may be redeemed to extend an assignment deadline 24 hours or revise a 
graded assignment for a regrade. More specifics are provided online in the course CANVAS. 
 

 If you do plan to redeem a token to revise an assignment, you have 10 days to revise and resubmit from the 
date that the assignment is handed back. 

 Please note that you cannot turn in an assignment past the 2 week grading deadline and use a virtual token 
to get a reboot and regrade after points have already been deducted for lateness.   

 Virtual tokens may only be used on assignments that are turned in within the expected period unless you 
have a documented legitimate excuse.   

 If you use a virtual token to extend your deadline 24 hours and still turn in a late assignment (now 2 or more 
days late), you cannot use a second virtual token after the assignment is graded to resubmit and earn back 
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points lost for turning that assignment in late.  The second virtual token will only cover points lost because 
you had corrections to make on the assignment.   

 Weekly reading quizzes, the Intro Knowledge Quiz, and Leading Discussion Questions do not fall into the 
virtual token category for extending deadlines or revising work. You may use a virtual token to extend your 
Final Paper deadline 24 hrs, but a token may not be used for revising your work. You have been given 
extensive time to take weekly quizzes, so plan your time accordingly. Preparing for a discussion has a finite 
deadline – the day you have signed up to lead discussion. The final paper is the last graded assignment. 
Term grades must be turned in by your instructor in time for graduation.  One student can literally hold up 
an entire class. Help us make sure you are not THAT person. 

 
Up to 2 more additional tokens may be earned by attending an EcoAnth-related talk on campus, and writing up a 1 
pg summary of the talk. Your 1 pg summary should discuss the content of the talk, show how it relates to course 
learning, and provide a copy of the flyer or image of the advertisement from a weblink/email (in addition to the 
summary). These can be talks I announce in class or you find out about on your own.  All of this must be turned in 
as hard copy printout to me (I'm expecting 2 pgs, 1 pg summary and 1 pg of flyer). 
 
In the event that you do not use your tokens or have tokens remaining at the end of the term, each token will be 
converted to 5 pts. and added to your grade total at the end of the term.  Thus, each unused virtual token at the end 
of the term bumps up your grade 1%. 
 

Conduct 
 
Students are expected to treat each other with respect.  Disruptive and disrespectful behavior of any kind will not be 
tolerated.  Students who are unable to demonstrate civility with one another or me will be subject to referral to the 
Office of Student Conduct or to the University Campus Police.  You are expected to adhere to the Code of Student 
Conduct.  If the situation escalates to a potential threat level, the Campus Police and BETA University Response 
Team will be contacted immediately.  Please note that students also have the right to report fellow students who are 
disrupting the learning environment and/or are exhibiting threatening behaviors. 
 

Communication 
 
We will be using classroom discussion, discussion boards and emails to communicate with each other to learn.  
There are thousands of words in the English language (and other languages) that can be used to express our 
thoughts and ideas in a respectful and professional manner.  Let us please use these words with each other, and 
avoid sarcasm, foul language (particularly directed at an individual), innuendo, offensive slander, hate speech, verbal 
assaults, etc.  You will be given a single warning if you violate these rules.  While I hope that everyone will be 
respectful with each other in class and online, those who violate respectful parameters and norms of discussion will 
be reported to the appropriate campus offices. 
 
I use CANVAS class announcements frequently to post reminders of assignment due dates, changes to the schedule 
and/or readings, let you know about outside opportunities, and link course material to current events of interest.  
Please make sure your email information is correct and that you check your email.  I also ask that you use CANVAS 
email to contact me. My email account is linked so that I receive notifications regarding your contact.  I ask that you 
use this system to ensure that ALL course related communication is kept in one location for ease of access and 
prevention of lost communications.   Please note that I have every expectation that you will follow similar 
professional and respectful communication rules to those outlined below for class discussion boards and emails. 
 
I will make every attempt to respond to emails within a 48 hour period.  Sometimes I answer immediately - esp. if 
I'm already online.  Sometimes family and personal responsibilities, particularly outside the M-F 8:30am - 5pm work 
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window, take precedence.  Please note that Saturdays for me are an email/work free day, and that Sundays I may 
not check work-related email until after 3pm. I do this to retain my sanity in a world and culture that seems to think 
a species that evolved without computer technology for at least 200,000 years can instantly adapt to 24-7 global 
internet-based access.  I also encourage you to take a day off from school on the weekend to rest and recharge your 
brain as well. 
 

Technology 
 
Technology in the classroom is a touchy subject.  I recognize that many people take notes on their laptops, 
reference assigned readings, and look up relevant information for a class activity or discussion.  Therefore, I allow 
laptops and tablets in my classrooms for these purposes only.  Technological devices like MP3 players, 
smartphones, gaming devices, headphones, bluetooth, etc. are prohibited in this class.  If these devices are seen 
and/or used during the class, the student will be asked to leave the class immediately.  If you anticipate that you may 
be called during class for a family emergency situation, please let me know before class starts AND when the call 
comes exit the classroom quickly and quietly to respond. 
 
However, psychological research demonstrates that multi-tasking in the classroom (looking at FaceBook, shopping, 
watching videos, playing games, chatting, emails, doing homework for other classes, etc.), rather than paying 
attention to the actual course learning activity/discussion has significant impacts on your ability to retain 
information.  It is also distracting to your fellow students, and disrespectful to both your fellow students and 
instructors. 
 
If a student is found using their laptop or tablet for reasons other than course-related learning,  

 Strike 1: Stop the class and ask the student to stop. 

 Strike 2: Stop the class and share what they are doing with their classmates. 

 Strike 3: Stop the class and ask the student to leave the class. 
Please note that all of the strikes don't need to happen during the same class period.   
 

Online Assignment Submission 
 
Please note that you are expected to turn in all assignments online to the CANVAS course website.  A variety of 
files are accepted including .doc, .pdf, rich content, website URLs and media files.  Please note that there are limited 
types of acceptable file forms (.doc, .docx, .xls, .xlsx, others may be specified in an assignment), and they must be 
openable on a PC platform.  If I cannot open the file easily for grading/assessment purposes, any answers 
associated with the file for your assignment receives a 0 grade.  This will really suck if it is your entire assignment.  It 
is not my job to hunt down apps or software to open your assignment.  It is your responsibility to turn in legible 
and accessible assignments.  I would highly recommend that you also double-check the assignment file you submit 
to make sure that it is the one you wish to have graded.  I cannot read your mind to know if there is some other 
special file you would rather have uploaded for grading.  I grade what I receive by the due date. 
 

Students With Disabilities 
 
I will make every effort to accommodate students who are registered with the Disability Support Service (DSS) 
Office and who provide me with a University of Maryland DSS Accommodation form which has been updated for 
the Fall 2018 semester.  Only written DSS documentation of the accommodation will be considered. This form 
must be presented to me no later than 14 September 2018. I am not able to accommodate students who are not 
registered with DSS or who provide me with documentation which has not been reviewed and approved by UMD’s 
DSS Office after 14 September 2018. 
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Medical Excuses 
 
An excused absence is an absence for which the student has the right to receive, and the instructor has the 
responsibility to provide, academic accommodation.  Students are expected to take full responsibility for their own 
academic work and progress. Students, to progress satisfactorily, must meet all of the requirements of each course 
for which they are registered. Students are expected to attend classes regularly. Consistent attendance offers 
students the most effective opportunity to gain command of course concepts and materials. Excused absences must 
be requested promptly and must be supported by appropriate documentation.  Excused absences do not alter the 
academic requirements for the course. Students are responsible for information and material missed on the day of 
absence. Students are within reason entitled to receive any materials provided to the class during the absence. 
Students are responsible for making provision to determine what course material they have missed and for 
completing required exercises in a timely manner. 
 
Events that justify an excused absence include: 

 Religious observances 

 Mandatory military obligation 

 Illness of the student or illness of an immediate family member 

 Participation in university activities at the request of university authorities (e.g. conference, athletic event, 
etc.) 

 Compelling circumstances beyond the student's control (e.g., death in the family, required court appearance) 
Absences stemming from work duties other than military obligation (e.g., unexpected changes in shift assignments) 
and traffic/transit problems do not typically qualify for excused absence. 
 
To receive academic accommodation for an excused absence, the student must notify the instructor in a timely 
manner. The notification should be provided either prior to the absence or as soon afterwards as possible. In the 
case of religious observances, athletic events, and planned absences known at the beginning of the semester, the 
student must inform the instructor during the schedule adjustment period. All other absences must be reported as 
soon as is practical. 
 
For medically necessitated absences: Students may, one time per course per semester, provide a self-signed excuse 
as documentation (linked) of an absence from a single class (e.g., lecture, recitation, or laboratory session) that does 
not coincide with a major assessment or assignment due date. For all other medically necessitated absences, a course 
instructor may request that students provide documentation from a physician or the University Health Center to 
verify an absence. In cases where students are asked to provide verification, the course instructor may request the 
dates of treatment or the time frame that the student was unable to meet academic responsibilities, but may not 
request diagnostic information. 
 
For all other absences students must provide verifiable documentation upon request (e.g., religious calendar, court 
summons, death announcement, etc.).  Providing false information to University officials is prohibited under Part 
9(h) of the Code of Student Conduct (V-1.00(B) University of Maryland Code of Student Conduct) and may result 
in disciplinary action. 
 
If you miss class, and have an excusable reason, let me know in advance if possible OR provide me the 
documentation within 1 week of your return.  When I don't receive appropriate and verifiable documentation for 
your excused absence, I cannot provide equitable accommodation to extend an assignment deadline or develop a 
way with you to make up missed class participation/activity.  This means that you will lose points for late 
assignments and participation (esp. student led discussion).  I really don't want to penalize folks that have 
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legitimately excusable absences and waiting more than 2 weeks to deal with the issue is unacceptable, so please take 
responsibility for your learning early and proactively. 
 
Finally, waiting until the end of the term to inform me of long-term physical or mental health issues - issues that will 
interfere with your learning in this course - is not acceptable.  I am not there to judge, only to help you learn. The 
earlier you inform me the better, so that we both can assess together whether or not it would be best to withdraw 
from the course this term and take it again at another time.  There is no shame in withdrawing if you are truly ill and 
need rest for healing properly rather than additional stress. 
 

Religious Observances 
 
Please refer to the Online Catalog Policy on Religious Observance.  If there is a specific day you will not be able to 
attend class or turn in a particular assignment, please provide me, in writing the day and specific religious 
observance by 6 September 2018.  If travel to and from a religious observance event is necessary, these dates must 
be included in your request.   Please note that I ask for these dates in advances to make equitable accommodations.   
 

Student Athletes  
 
Please refer to the Maryland Student-Athlete Code of Conduct (Links to an external site.) regarding expected class 
absences due to official intercollegiate competitions.  Essentially, "Properly inform instructors (provide authorized 
team travel letter), by the 10th day of fall and/or spring semesters, of expected class absences due to travel to 
official intercollegiate competitions."  The 10th day of Fall 2018 semester is Friday, 6 September 2018.  Please note 
that I ask for these dates in advances to make equitable accommodations. 

Get Some Help! 
 
You are expected to take personal responsibility for you own learning. This includes 
acknowledging when your performance does not match your goals and doing something about 
it. Everyone can benefit from some expert guidance on time management, note taking, and 
exam preparation, so I encourage you to consider visiting http://ter.ps/learn and schedule an 
appointment with an academic coach. Sharpen your communication skills (and improve your 
grade) by visiting http://ter.ps/writing and schedule an appointment with the campus Writing 
Center. Finally, if you just need someone to talk to, visit http://www.counseling.umd.edu. 
 
Everything is free because you have already paid for it, and everyone needs help… all you have to do is ask for it. 
 

Names/Pronouns and Self Identifications 
 
The University of Maryland recognizes the importance of a diverse student body, and we are committed to fostering 
equitable classroom environments. I invite you, if you wish, to tell us how you want to be referred to both in terms 
of your name and your pronouns (he/him, she/her, they/them, etc.). The pronouns someone indicates are not 
necessarily indicative of their gender identity. Visit trans.umd.edu to learn more. 
 
Additionally, how you identify in terms of your gender, race, class, sexuality, religion, and dis/ability, among all 
aspects of your identity, is your choice whether to disclose (e.g., should it come up in classroom conversation about 
our experiences and perspectives) and should be self-identified, not presumed or imposed.  I will do my best to 
address and refer to all students accordingly, and I ask you to do the same for all of your fellow Terps. 
 

University Emergency Closing 

http://ter.ps/learn
http://ter.ps/writing
http://www.counseling.umd.edu/
http://trans.umd.edu/
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In the event that the University is closed for an emergency or extended period of time because of inclement weather 

and campus emergencies, I will communicate to you via CANVAS or email to make schedule adjustments, 

including rescheduling of assignment due dates if necessary.  Official closures and delays are announced on 

the campus website.  The snow phone line is 301-405-SNOW, as well as local radio and TV stations. 

 

Course Evaluation 
 
I take course evaluations very seriously. Each year I revise my syllabus, readings, course assignments, and exams 

based on your feedback. I am not just interested in the scores you give this course, but also very interested in your 

specific comments. I encourage each and every one of you to evaluate this class as well as your other courses. One 

important campus-wide evaluation is the online evaluation at the end of the semester. Course Evaluation UM will 

be open to students to complete their evaluation for Fall courses in early December and Spring courses in early 

April. Please go directly to the website to complete your evaluation. 

 
Your participation in the evaluation of courses through CourseEvalUM is a responsibility you hold as a student 

member of our academic community. Your feedback is confidential and important to the improvement of teaching 

and learning at the University as well as to the tenure and promotion process. CourseEvalUM will be open for you 

to complete your evaluations starting about two weeks prior to the last day of the term before exams begin. By 

completing all of your evaluations each semester, you will have the privilege of accessing online evaluation reports 

for the thousands of courses for which 70% or more students submitted their evaluations. 
 


