
 

 

Introduction to Ecological & 
Evolutionary Anthropology 

ANTH 222 

Fall 2019 

 
This introductory course explores the evolution of Homo sapiens, and the 
nature of contemporary human variation. Coursework focuses on basic 
concepts and methods used to study (1) the evolution of human physiology 
and behavior; (2) the relationship between hominids (including humans) and 
non-hominid primates; and (3) the study of relationships between a 
population of humans (historic, contemporary, or future) and their 
biophysical environment. Course learning begins with the principles of 
ecology, evolutionary theory, and genetics to establish a framework for the 
study of human evolutionary biology. Fossil evidence for human evolution 
will then be considered, including comparisons with non-human primate 
ecology and evolution, to reconstruct prehistoric lifeways. Finally, discussion 
turns to modern human variation and diversity, paying particular attention 
how biocultural adaptations to environmental stressors like climate, 
nutrition, disease, and culture have shaped our species - and continue to do 
so. 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 
After successfully completing this course you will be able to: 

 Articulate basic principles of evolution and human genetics, 
including a history of the ideas leading to our current scientific 
understandings of these principles and how they are applied in 
contemporary society; 

 Identify similarities and differences between humans and non-human 
primate species, including the biological basis for cooperation and 
competition; 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the major trends in hominin 
evolution, including the fossil and molecular evidence for the origins 
of anatomically modern humans; 

 Evaluate influences of genetic, ecological, and sociocultural factors 
on biological variation, diversity, and adaptation in non-human 
primates and in contemporary human populations; and 

 Apply biocultural and ecological perspectives to explicate human 
reproductive biology, growth and development, disease patterns, 
diet/foodways, and livelihoods.  

 

Required Resources 
 
Course website: elms.umd.edu  
 
Ecological & Evolutionary Anthropology, by Haviland et al. (2017). 
Published by Cengage Learning. 

 All other readings are provided on the course CANVAS website.  
 

 Dr. L. Jen Shaffer 
Use course CANVAS email 
for class related questions.  
Office Hours 
Woods Hall Rm. #0110 
Thursday 2:30pm – 4pm 
and by appointment  
 
Lecture Meets 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
12:30pm – 1:45pm 
ESJ Rm. #2208 
 
Lab Meets 
Mondays & Wednesdays 
See assigned times 
Woods Rm. #0124 
 
Teaching Assistants 
Ms. Angela Bailey 
  OH: Wed. 11am – 12pm 
Mr. C. Lorin Brace 
  OH: Wed. 1pm – 2pm 
Mr. Daryl Floyd 
  OH: Wed. 4pm – 5pm 
Ms. Liz McCague 
  OH: Tues 11:30am – 
          12:30pm 
 
Course Communication 
All notifications regarding 
time sensitive course 
information will be sent 
via ELMS announcement, 
and stored on the 
announcement page.  
Please use the course 
CANVAs email system to 
email us regarding 
questions, absences, 
accommodations, etc.  
You may find the link 
below helpful guidance 
for writing professional 
emails (ter.ps/email) to 
ensure your messages are 
understood clearly. 

http://www.elms.umd.edu/
http://ter.ps/email
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Campus Policies 
 
It is our shared responsibility to know and abide by the University of Maryland’s policies that relate to all courses, 
which include topics like: 

 Academic integrity 

 Student and instructor conduct 

 Accessibility and accommodations 

 Attendance and excused absences 

 Grades and appeals 

 Copyright and intellectual property 
 
Please visit www.ugst.umd.edu/courserelatedpolicies.html for the Office of Undergraduate Studies’ full list of 
campus-wide policies and follow up with me if you have questions. 
 

Grades 
 
Grades are not given, but earned, and is assigned individually (not curved). Your learning, and ultimately your grade, 
is based on your performance in completing a series of laboratory assignments, pre-laboratory assignments, learning 
check point quizzes, and three exams.  Student’s grades will be calculated as follows:  
 

Learning Assessments # 
Points 

Each 

Individual 

Weight 

Category 

Weight 

Learning Checkpoints (total 140 pts.) 

- drop the lowest grade 

- 10 pts. max each  

15 10 

 

1.4% 

 

20% 

Pre-Laboratory Assignments (total 65 pts.) 

- one for each laboratory assignment 
13 5 0.7% 9.3% 

Laboratory Assignments (total 195 pts.) 

  Anthropometry & Statistics  

  Population Genetics 

  Adaptation 

  Introduction to Skeletal Anatomy 

  Primate Diversity 

  Garbology 

  Hominins Pt. 1 

  Bipedalism 

  Hominins Pt. 2 

  Human Demography 

  Diet & Disease 

  Primate Behavior (complete any time before 12/1/19) 

  Bias: Race & LGBTQ+ Identities 

13 

 

15 2.1% 

 

27.9% 

Exams (total 300 pts.) 

  Midterm 1  

  Midterm 2 (31 Oct 2019; in class) 

  Final Exam (Mon, 16 Dec 2019; 1:30-3:30pm) 

3 

 

100 14.3% 20% 

TOTAL  700  100% 

 

http://www.ugst.umd.edu/courserelatedpolicies.html
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Lecture is worth ~63% of your grade and laboratory is worth ~37% of your grade. This means it is highly 
important that you attend BOTH lecture and laboratory sessions. If you miss three or more laboratory sessions, and 
do not have a UMD recognized legitimate excuse, you fail the course. 
 

Final Grade Cutoffs 

+ 679-700 + 
607-

629.9 
+ 

537-

559.9 
+ 

467-

489.9 
  

A 
654.5-

678.9 
B 

583.5-

606.9 
C 

513.5-

536.9 
D 

443.5-

466.9 
F <420 

- 
630-

654.4 
- 

560-

583.4 
- 

490-

513.4 
- 

420-

443.4 
  

 
Final letter grades are assigned based on the percentage of total assessment points earned. Please note that I do not 
round points for final grade calculation UNLESS you are within 0.3 points of the next letter grade AND have 
shown effort and progress in BOTH lecture and laboratory to learn the material. Showing effort and progress 
includes completing all extra credit, attending lecture (evidenced by learning check point and exam scores), 
attending all laboratory sessions, and utilizing the tutoring services offered. Medical excuses, religious observances, 
family death, and official university athletic events will be taken into consideration, but I will need documentation. 
Additionally, if I need to speak with you for poor conduct in lecture or laboratory (i.e. disruptive and/or threatening 
behavior, inappropriate use of technology during lecture or lab, etc.) you will not be considered for any rounding of 
points in the final grade calculation no matter what effort and progress you show. 
 
It would be unethical and unfair to make exceptions for some and not others - so do not email me to ask for your 
own personal exception. 
 
Finally, you will notice that the CANVAS grader may give you a percentage grade and does not include extra credit. 
I DO NOT assign grades based on this CANVAS score. Grades are downloaded and the additional points from the 
tutoring sessions added in separately. You receive a grade based on the amount of points you EARN over the 
course of the term. 
 
Learning Checkpoints  
Learning Check Points give you an opportunity to test your basic knowledge each week prior to exams. The open 
note/reading quiz consists of a mix of multiple choice, matching, true-false, and fill-in-the-blank questions. You will 
have 45 minutes to complete the 10 questions on this timed assignment once you begin. Learning check points will 
open on CANVAS Thursday at noon and close Sunday evening at 11:59pm. Your quiz will be scored immediately 
and the correct answers will be posted on Monday morning at 12:30am following the close of the quiz. 
 
There are 15 learning check points and each learning check point quiz is worth 10 points, for a maximum total value 
of 150 points.  However, I drop your lowest scoring quiz. Therefore, only 14 learning check point scores will be 
counted towards your final grade (maximum 140 points). 
 
Please note that there are absolutely NO make-up opportunities for learning check point quizzes. You have access 
to the assignment online, may use your notes/readings, and have 3.5 days to complete it. I cannot reopen the 
assignment once it has closed because answers are being made available for study purposes. It wouldn’t be fair to 
your fellow classmates. Medical emergencies (car accident, emergency surgery, etc.), religious observances, or family 
death will be taken into consideration, but documentation must be provided. In the event you do miss a learning 
check point for one of the previous reasons, and can provide documentation, an alternative assignment will be 
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given. Medical excuses and evidence of family death (sorry) must be handed (hard copy) to Dr. Shaffer the very next 
week you return to class. This is your responsibility. 
 
Please note that if you register late/are waitlisted for class and miss the Week 2 learning checkpoint you should 
contact Dr. Shaffer ASAP. She will make an exception to allow you to complete this short quiz. You should still 
have time to complete learning checkpoint Week 1 though on your own. 
 
For reference, each single learning check point accounts for 1.4% of your final grade - not enough to move you a 
whole letter grade (ex. A- to B+), but blowing 2 of them off will move you a whole letter grade. All of the learning 
check points taken together account for 20% of your final grade. 
 
Pre-Laboratory Assignments  
Prior to each laboratory session, you should read through the lab directions and review any materials (short videos, 
readings, websites, etc.) that have been assigned with the lab. These extra materials have been chosen to help you 
better understand what you will learn in the lab session – i.e. provide additional and important background. You will 
then be asked to complete a short assignment on this material prior to the beginning of your lab session to prepare. 
Question types will vary based on the background materials (label a diagram, do a math problem, compare in a 
table, etc.). The assignment is open book and you can complete it as many times as you like until you are satisfied 
with your grade. The pre-lab prep assignment is due by 11:59pm the night before your scheduled lab session. All 
Pre-Laboratory Assignments are open and available to complete 26 August 2019. There are no make ups. 
 
Laboratory Assignments 
The laboratories are intended to supplement the lecture material and give you, the student, hands-on experience in 
the major topics of ecological and evolutionary anthropology. The work is intended to be interesting, fun, and 
discovery-oriented. Contact your lab instructor directly if you have any questions about lab activities or assignments. 
More information about individual labs is available on the course CANVAS webpages. 
 
Midterms & the Final Exam 
Exams function as both an assessment of learning and a way to further learning. The format of these exams will be 
different from the learning check points. Exam questions will assess your ability to synthesize and apply what you 
have learned in lecture and from the readings. Questions are short answer, so you may be asked to write a short 
paragraph, label a diagram, create a comparative table or correct a response. There are also a couple of longer essay 
style questions. Please check the corresponding midterm and final exam pages for practice questions. 
 
Three exams will be given in this course. Although the exams are not ostensibly cumulative, concepts learned during 
the term build upon each other. You will be tested on information from lecture (films, lectures) and the readings. 
Laboratory learning will be helpful, but you will not be tested directly on this content. Midterms are taken during 
the regularly scheduled lecture period in the normal lecture hall. The final will also be held in the regular lecture hall. 
Exams account for approximately 43% of your final grade. 
 

 Exam Date Exam Coverage 

Mid-Term 1 September 26, 2019; in class (Thursday) Modules 1-5 

Mid-Term 2 October 31, 2019; in class (Thursday) Modules 6-10 

Final Exam December 16, 2019; 1:30-3:30pm (Monday) Modules 11-15 

 
If you have any questions about your exam grades, you have 72 hours after the exams have been returned to email 
Dr. Shaffer with questions about your grade. Be aware, that she will need to see the actual exam whether it is a 
question regarding the miscalculation of the total score OR disputing a grader’s corrections. Additionally, if you are 
disputing a corrected response, you must show why your answer is correct using materials from the readings, lecture 
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or lab. This will require submission of the original exam and your typed explanation (with evidence) of why it was 
marked incorrectly. 
 
Lab Policies and Procedures (more details are available online) 

 Lab attendance is mandatory. If you are more than 15 minutes late, you cannot participate in the lab. The 
doors will close at 15 minutes and will not open. We are completely aware of the region’s traffic and 
METRO problems – we deal with them too. We also are sympathetic to sleeping in, driving family/friends 
to work, flat tires, etc. However, to be fair to all students we need to set a starting time, start on time, and 
not waste everyone’s time repeating what someone missed because they arrived late. Take responsibility and 
make necessary arrangements to be on time. 

 If miss more than 3 labs for any non-excused absence, you will automatically fail the course. Lab 
make up sessions are only offered for legitimate absences. We do this because lab grades account for ~37% 
of your grade, lab activities support classroom lecture learning, AND because a number of lab activities 
require active participation with other students to complete activities.   

 Please sign in on the attendance sheet when you first arrive in lab. If you do not sign in, you cannot receive 
your participation points. 

 Attending another section is not possible unless pre-approved by your lab instructor. 

 You must notify your lab instructor in case of absence due to emergencies. All absences caused by illness or 
family emergencies have to be documented by the University.   

 If you know you are going to miss a lab due to a religious holiday or athletic event, your lab instructor will 
need to be notified in writing (or email) by 6 September for religious holidays and for athletic events.  
Letting us casually know after this date that you cannot attend lab due to a religious holiday or athletic event 
is unacceptable.   

 Food and beverages are absolutely NOT allowed in the lab at any time. Food, beverages (including 
water), and any remains attract insects and vermin that can destroy specimens. Additionally, they may 
become contaminated by chemicals or bacteria present in the lab (yuck!). Please dispose of your food and 
beverages (including coffee and soda for the 8am folks) BEFORE you enter the lab. 

 If you have questions about the lab material, come to your lab instructor’s office hours and/or email your 
instructor to set up a time to meet and go over your questions. 

 Please wear long pants and closed-toed shoes- it is just good lab practice. 
 
Additional Information on Lab Grading 

 Laboratory is worth 37% of your final grade. This makes it highly important that you attend laboratory 
sessions and complete the assigned learning tasks. 

 Your lab instructor will make every effort to return lab assignments to you within 2 weeks unless prior 
arrangements have been made. 

 If you have a question about your grade, you have 48 hours after assignments have been returned to email 
your instructor with your question about the grade. 

 Your lab instructor will make every attempt to answer questions via email within a 48 hour period. Please be 
aware that they are also students, attend classes, have assignments due, and have family/personal 
responsibilities. They cannot always answer your questions instantaneously, so plan ahead and don't do your 
work at the last minute! (This goes for Dr. Shaffer as well.) 

 Check the lab assignment/grade submission pages on CANVAS to determine when assignments are due.  

 Additional information regarding about turning in materials online, plagiarism, and late penalties located 
elsewhere in the ANTH222 course online platform applies to laboratory. 
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Course Schedule 
Note: This is a tentative schedule, and subject to change as necessary – monitor the course ELMS page for current deadlines.  In the 
unlikely event of a prolonged university closing, or an extended absence from the university, adjustments to the course schedule, deadlines, 
and assignments will be made based on the duration of the closing and the specific dates missed. 

 Date Topic Reading 

T 8/27 Class Introductions (No lab sessions this week!) Syllabus; Course Website 

Th 8/29 What is Ecological & Evolutionary Anthropology? Chpt 1 

T 9/3 History of Evolutionary Thought Chpt 2: 36-40 

Th 9/5 Genetics & Inheritance Chpt 2: 40-49 

T 9/10 Evolutionary Forces Chpt 2: 50-55 

Th 9/12 The Extra Inheritance of Epigenetics Cloud (2010) 

T 9/17 Life Histories: Human Growth & Development Bogin (2006): 197-224 

Th 9/19 Human Variation & Adaptation Chpt 11: 294-300; Chpt 12: 

305-314 

T 9/24 Ecological Principles Moon et al. (2012); Lambert 

(2012); McGlynn (2012) 

Th 9/26 Midterm 1 (in class)  

T 10/1 Our Primate Relatives Chpt 3 

Th 10/3 Primate Societies & Behavior Chpt 4 

T 10/8 Speciation & Extinction Chpt 2: 56-57; Revell (2012) 

Th 10/10 What can fossils & recent remains tell us? Chpt 5 

T 10/15 Evolution of Mammals & Primates Chpt 6: 142-149 

Th 10/17 Early Hominids Chpt 6: 149-173 

T 10/22 The Rise of Homo spp. Chpt 7: 176-192 

Th 10/24 Archaic Homo sapiens & Others Pt. 1 Chpt 7: 192-205 

T 10/29 Archaic Homo sapiens & Others Pt. 2  

Th 10/31 Midterm 2 (in class)  

T 11/5 Homo sapiens sapiens Pt. 1 Chpt 8 

Th 11/7 Homo sapiens sapiens Pt. 2  

T 11/12 The Agricultural Revolution Chpt 9 

Th 11/14 Subsistence Strategies & Social Adaptation Bates (1998) 

T 11/19 Urbanization & the Origins of States Chpt 10 

Th 11/21 Human Population Dynamics & Ecology Halloran (2015) 

T 11/26 Diet, Disease, & Fertility Chpt 12: 314-329 

Th 11/28 Thanksgiving Holiday (lecture does not meet)  

T 12/3 Modern Human Diversity Chpt 11: 284-294; 300-302 

Th 12/5 Humanity’s Future (& catch up) Gruber (2019); Balter (2005) 

M 12/16 Final Exam in lecture hall; 1:30pm – 3:30pm  
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Course Materials & Readings 
 
There is a required custom text for this course which you may purchase at the bookstore. All other required 
readings are posted online to the associated course CANVAS lecture webpage. 

 Ecological & Evolutionary Anthropology, by Haviland et al. (2017). Published by Cengage Learning. 
 

Extra Credit 
 
In this course, your extra credit activities should help you improve your learning and not just create an assignment 
nightmare for you and grading nightmare for Dr. Shaffer at the end of the term. 
 
A maximum of 15 points of extra credit can be earned by forming small study groups, or using tutoring services 
offered during office hours, and documenting your time. Your lab instructors help coordinate the study group & 
tutoring services for this course. If you are interested in forming a study group, please contact your lab instructor 
within the first three weeks of class. They will assist you with finding a study group or getting credit for an 
established group. To receive credit for participation in study groups and tutoring, Dr. Shaffer will keep track of all 
students attending office hours and tutoring sessions. 
 
Your study group should fill out the study group documentation forms and turn a hard copy of the form in to Dr. 
Shaffer before the beginning of each midterm and the final exam. Student athletes who use university-provided 
tutoring services should contact Dr. Shaffer. You can also receive credit if you come to your lab instructor's or Dr. 
Shaffer's office hours for learning assistance. Your lab instructors and Dr. Shaffer will keep records on office hour 
visits. However, please be aware that despite our species' and personal needs to socialize, just stopping by to say 
hello does not count towards your extra credit points. :-D 
 
You will need to attend at least 9 study group, tutoring sessions, and/or office hours over the course of the term to 
receive the maximum 15 points - 3 prior to each mid-term (for 5pts. max) and 3 prior to the final exam (5pts. max). 
(3 sessions = 5 pts.; 2 sessions = 3 pts.; 1 session = 1.5 pts.) 
 

Conduct 
 
Students are expected to treat each other with respect. Disruptive and disrespectful behavior of any kind will not be 
tolerated. Students who are unable to demonstrate civility with one another or me will be subject to referral to the 
Office of Student Conduct or to the University Campus Police. You are expected to adhere to the Code of Student 
Conduct. If the situation escalates to a potential threat level, the Campus Police and BETA University Response 
Team will be contacted immediately. Please note that students also have the right to report fellow students who are 
disrupting the learning environment and/or are exhibiting threatening behaviors. 
 

Communication 
 
We will be using classroom discussion, discussion boards and emails to communicate with each other to learn. 
There are thousands of words in the English language (and other languages) that can be used to express our 
thoughts and ideas in a respectful and professional manner. Let us please use these words with each other, and 
avoid sarcasm, foul language (particularly directed at an individual), innuendo, offensive slander, hate speech, verbal 
assaults, etc. You will be given a single warning if you violate these rules. While I hope that everyone will be 
respectful with each other in class and online, those who violate respectful parameters and norms of discussion will 
be reported to the appropriate campus offices. 
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I use CANVAS class announcements frequently to post reminders of assignment due dates, changes to the schedule 
and/or readings, let you know about outside opportunities, and link course material to current events of interest. 
Please make sure your email information is correct and that you check your email. I also ask that you use CANVAS 
email to contact me. Our email accounts are linked so that we receive notifications regarding your contact. I ask that 
you use this system to ensure that ALL course related communication is kept in one location for ease of access and 
prevention of lost communications. Please note that I have every expectation that you will follow similar 
professional and respectful communication rules to those outlined below for class discussion boards and emails. 
 
Your lab instructors and I will make every attempt to respond to emails within a 48 hour period. Sometimes we 
answer immediately - esp. if we're already online. Sometimes family and personal responsibilities, particularly outside 
the M-F 8:30am - 5pm work window, take precedence. Please note that Saturdays for me are an email/work free 
day, and that Sundays I may not check work-related email until after 3pm. I do this to retain my sanity in a world 
and culture that seems to think a species that evolved without computer technology for at least 200,000 years can 
instantly adapt to 24-7 global internet-based access. I also encourage lab instructors and you to take a day off from 
school on the weekend to rest and recharge your brain as well. 
 

Technology 
 
Technology in the classroom is a touchy subject. I recognize that many people take notes on their laptops, reference 
assigned readings, and look up relevant information for a class activity or discussion. Therefore, I allow laptops and 
tablets in my classrooms for these purposes only.  Technological devices like MP3 players, smartphones, gaming 
devices, headphones, bluetooth, etc. are prohibited in class. If these devices are seen and/or used during the class, 
the student will be asked to leave the class immediately. If you anticipate that you may be called during class for a 
family emergency situation, please let me know before class starts AND when the call comes, exit the classroom 
quickly and quietly to respond. 
 
Psychological research demonstrates that multi-tasking in the classroom (looking at FaceBook, shopping, watching 
videos, playing games, chatting, emails, doing homework for other classes, etc.), rather than paying attention to the 
actual course learning activity/discussion has significant impacts on your ability to retain information.  It is also 
distracting to your fellow students, and disrespectful to both your fellow students and instructors. Be polite and 
please refrain. 
 
If a student is found using their laptop or tablet for reasons other than course-related learning,  

 Strike 1: Stop the class and ask the student to stop. 

 Strike 2: Stop the class and share what they are doing with their classmates. 

 Strike 3: Stop the class and ask the student to leave the class. 
Please note that all of the strikes don't need to happen during the same class period.   
 

Online Assignment Submission 
 
Please note that you are expected to turn in all assignments online to the CANVAS course website. There are 
limited types of acceptable file forms (.doc, .docx, .xls, .xlsx, .pdf, others may be specified in an assignment), and 
they must be openable on both Mac and PC platforms. If we cannot open the file easily for grading/assessment 
purposes, any answers associated with the file for your assignment receives a 0 grade. This will really suck if it is 
your entire assignment. It is not our job to hunt down apps or software to open your assignment. It is your 
responsibility to turn in legible and accessible assignments. It is highly recommend that you also double-check the 
assignment file you submit to make sure that it is the one you wish to have graded. We cannot read your mind to 
know if there is some other special file you would rather have uploaded for grading. We grade what we receive by 
the due date. 
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Assignments are due when specified on the assignment/grading submission page. Assignments can also be found 
within the weekly modules. You may turn in assignments early, although they will be graded with those of your 
classmates following the indicated due date. 
 
Laboratory assignments will not be accepted more than one week after the stated due date. Any student who does 
not turn in an assignment by the time specified will lose points. One point will be deducted for each day the 
assignment is late. Therefore, if you turn in a 15 point assignment 1 day late your maximum grade is 14 points, a 
maximum grade of 13 points if turned in 2 days late, and so forth. This keeps it fair for everyone - students and 
instructors. Most of your assignments have small point values to prevent one missed or screwed up assignment 
from significantly affecting your grade. 
 
For students who are ill or are away, CANVAS is still available for turning in assignments but we will need to work 
out something so that your classmates are not placed at an unfair disadvantage because we cannot post an answer 
key. If you have a medical emergency, notify me ASAP!! I will need documentation, but you will receive an 
extension. If you are away, it is advisable to submit your assignments early to avoid problems that can arise with 
internet availability, etc. while traveling. 
 
Grading rubrics will be posted to the course website on CANVAS. I will also provide information in class. Please 
use good grammar and spelling on all assignments. Points will be docked for misspellings and poor grammar even if 
rubrics do not specifically indicate this. 
 

Students With Disabilities 
 
I will make every effort to accommodate students who are registered with the Disability Support Service (DSS) 
Office and who provide me with a University of Maryland DSS Accommodation form which has been updated for 
the Fall 2019 semester.  Only written DSS documentation of the accommodation will be considered. This form 
must be presented to me no later than 13 September 2019. I am not able to accommodate students who are not 
registered with DSS or who provide me with documentation which has not been reviewed and approved by UMD’s 
DSS Office after 13 September 2019. 
 

Medical Excuses 
 
An excused absence is an absence for which the student has the right to receive, and the instructor has the 
responsibility to provide, academic accommodation. Students are expected to take full responsibility for their own 
academic work and progress. Students, to progress satisfactorily, must meet all of the requirements of each course 
for which they are registered. Students are expected to attend classes regularly. Consistent attendance offers 
students the most effective opportunity to gain command of course concepts and materials. Excused absences must 
be requested promptly and must be supported by appropriate documentation. Excused absences do not alter the 
academic requirements for the course. Students are responsible for information and material missed on the day of 
absence. Students are within reason entitled to receive any materials provided to the class during the absence. 
Students are responsible for making provision to determine what course material they have missed and for 
completing required exercises in a timely manner. 
 
Events that justify an excused absence include: 

 Religious observances 

 Mandatory military obligation 

 Illness of the student or illness of an immediate family member 
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 Participation in university activities at the request of university authorities (e.g. conference, athletic event, 
etc.) 

 Compelling circumstances beyond the student's control (e.g., death in the family, required court appearance) 
Absences stemming from work duties other than military obligation (e.g., unexpected changes in shift assignments) 
and traffic/transit problems do not typically qualify for excused absence. 
 
To receive academic accommodation for an excused absence, the student must notify the instructor in a timely 
manner. The notification should be provided either prior to the absence or as soon afterwards as possible. In the 
case of religious observances, athletic events, and planned absences known at the beginning of the semester, the 
student must inform the instructor during the schedule adjustment period. All other absences must be reported as 
soon as is practical. 
 
For medically necessitated absences: Students may, one time per course per semester, provide a self-signed excuse 
as documentation (linked) of an absence from a single class (e.g., lecture, recitation, or laboratory session) that does 
not coincide with a major assessment or assignment due date. For all other medically necessitated absences, a course 
instructor may request that students provide documentation from a physician or the University Health Center to 
verify an absence. In cases where students are asked to provide verification, the course instructor may request the 
dates of treatment or the time frame that the student was unable to meet academic responsibilities, but may not 
request diagnostic information. 
 
For all other absences students must provide verifiable documentation upon request (e.g., religious calendar, court 
summons, death announcement, etc.).  Providing false information to University officials is prohibited under Part 
9(h) of the Code of Student Conduct (V-1.00(B) University of Maryland Code of Student Conduct) and may result 
in disciplinary action. 
 
If you miss class, and have an excusable reason, let me know in advance if possible OR provide me the 
documentation within 1 week of your return. When I don't receive appropriate and verifiable documentation for 
your excused absence, I cannot provide equitable accommodation to extend an assignment deadline or develop a 
way with you to make up missed class participation/activity. This means that you will lose points for late 
assignments and participation (esp. student led discussion). I really don't want to penalize folks that have 
legitimately excusable absences and waiting more than 2 weeks to deal with the issue is unacceptable, so please take 
responsibility for your learning early and proactively. 
 
Finally, waiting until the end of the term to inform me of long-term physical or mental health issues - issues that will 
interfere with your learning in this course - is not acceptable. I am not there to judge, only to help you learn. The 
earlier you inform me the better, so that we both can assess together whether or not it would be best to withdraw 
from the course this term and take it again at another time. There is no shame in withdrawing if you are truly ill and 
need rest for healing properly rather than additional stress. 
 

Religious Observances 
 
Please refer to the Online Catalog Policy on Religious Observance. If there is a specific day you will not be able to 
attend class or turn in a particular assignment, please provide me, in writing the day and specific religious 
observance by 6 September 2019. If travel to and from a religious observance event is necessary, these dates must 
be included in your request. Please note that I ask for these dates in advances to make equitable accommodations.   
 

Student Athletes  
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Please refer to the Maryland Student-Athlete Code of Conduct (Links to an external site.) regarding expected class 
absences due to official intercollegiate competitions. Essentially, "Properly inform instructors (provide authorized 
team travel letter), by the 10th day of fall and/or spring semesters, of expected class absences due to travel to 
official intercollegiate competitions." The 10th day of Fall 2019 semester is Friday, 6 September 2019.  Please note 
that I ask for these dates in advances to make equitable accommodations. 

Get Some Help! 
 
You are expected to take personal responsibility for you own learning. This includes 
acknowledging when your performance does not match your goals and doing something about 
it. Everyone can benefit from some expert guidance on time management, note taking, and 
exam preparation, so I encourage you to consider visiting http://ter.ps/learn and schedule an 
appointment with an academic coach. Sharpen your communication skills (and improve your 
grade) by visiting http://ter.ps/writing and schedule an appointment with the campus Writing 
Center. Finally, if you just need someone to talk to, visit http://www.counseling.umd.edu. Everything is free 
because you have already paid for it, and everyone needs help… all you have to do is ask for it. 
 

Names/Pronouns and Self Identifications 
 
The University of Maryland recognizes the importance of a diverse student body, and we are committed to fostering 
equitable classroom environments. I invite you, if you wish, to tell us how you want to be referred to both in terms 
of your name and your pronouns (he/him, she/her, they/them, etc.). The pronouns someone indicates are not 
necessarily indicative of their gender identity. Visit trans.umd.edu to learn more. Additionally, how you identify in 
terms of your gender, race, class, sexuality, religion, and dis/ability, among all aspects of your identity, is your choice 
whether to disclose (e.g., should it come up in classroom conversation about our experiences and perspectives) and 
should be self-identified, not presumed or imposed. I will do my best to address and refer to all students 
accordingly, and I ask you to do the same for all of your fellow Terps. 
 

University Emergency Closing 
 
In the event that the University is closed for an emergency or extended period of time because of inclement weather 

and campus emergencies, I will communicate to you via CANVAS or email to make schedule adjustments, 

including rescheduling of assignment due dates if necessary. Official closures and delays are announced on 

the campus website. The snow phone line is 301-405-SNOW, as well as local radio and TV stations. 

 

Course Evaluation 
 
I take course evaluations very seriously. Each year I revise my syllabus, readings, course assignments, and exams based on your 

feedback. I am not just interested in the scores you give this course, but also very interested in your specific comments. I 

encourage each and every one of you to evaluate this class as well as your other courses. One important campus-wide 

evaluation is the online evaluation at the end of the semester. Course Evaluation UM will be open to students to complete 

their evaluation for Fall courses in early December. Please go directly to the website to complete your evaluation. Your 

participation in the evaluation of courses through CourseEvalUM is a responsibility you hold as a student member of our 

academic community. Your feedback is confidential and important to the improvement of teaching and learning at the 

University as well as to the tenure and promotion process. CourseEvalUM will be open for you to complete your evaluations 

starting about two weeks prior to the last day of the term before exams begin. By completing all of your evaluations each 

semester, you will have the privilege of accessing online evaluation reports for the thousands of courses for which 70% or 

more students submitted their evaluations. 

http://ter.ps/learn
http://ter.ps/writing
http://www.counseling.umd.edu/
http://trans.umd.edu/

